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SEATURTLES OF INDIA WEBSITE LAUNCHED!

www.seaturtlesofindia.org
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Welcome to Sea Turtles of India! Here you will find information about sea turtles in the
Indian subcontinent. Read about the species found here and their distribution. We also
have a 101 section on sea turtle biology, life history and identification. Find out about
various sea turtle conservation organisations and individuals in India. Feel free to look
through the resource section for manuals, posters, popular articles and a detailed
bibliography.

If you would like more information or have any suggestions, do contact us, we will be happy
to hear from you.
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We are pleased to announce the launch of the website: Sea
Turtles of India (www.seaturtlesofindia.org). The website
collates information about sea turtles and their habitats in
the Indian subcontinent. The main features of the website
include a state-wise account of distribution, status and
threats; a resources section with freely downloadable
material such as manuals, posters and policy briefs for
education and outreach, a collection of articles and
reports, and an extensive bibliography; a research section
which profiles research and conservation projects carried
out along the coastline and the islands; and a directory of
conservation groups and individuals in the subcontinent.
For beginners, there is a 101 section on identification, sea
turtle biology and life history. The website also features a
blog “Talking turtles”, where we hope to receive regular
contributions from our readers.
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Kartik Shanker, Naveen Namboothri, Manish Chandi and Adhith Swaminathan | CES,lISc
I Andaman and Nicobar Islands | 2007-ongoing

In early 2008, the Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, initiated a
research and monitoring programme on leatherback turtles of the Andaman and
icobar Islands, India, in collaboration with the Andaman and Nicobar Environmental Team and the Andaman
nd Nicobar Forest Department. The programme includes long-term monitoring of nesting trends,
apture-recapture studies using clip and PIT tags, genetic studies and studies on the inter-nesting and
ost-nesting movements of leatherback turtles using satellite telemetry. The programme also.

~  B.C. Choudhury & K. Sivakumar | Wildlife Institute of India I Orissa | 2006-ongoing

A better understanding of the distribution, habitat requirement and movement pattern
of olive ridley sea turtles Lepidochelys olivacea in the coastal waters off Orissa coast is

""" essential for their long term conservation and also for rational planning of developme
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What to do with dead turtles?

By Matthew H. Godirey May 8,2012 L
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As inmost cases,  started with a phone call Somebody saw a sea ture, washed up on some rocks aong a town creck near the
ogean. Tris tme, the locaton is lose: st down the stroetfrom my home, 5o i akes only five minutes (o ge 10 he turtle spot.
Tags Immedataly | so@ tha i a jvenie loggerhead, and | frst check i s aive ( ighty touch s eyl 0 s X binks). Th turte is
alve and I hear t take a broath. | carry the animalto a patch of grass, o check for ather njuries or anomales, but I find none except
for reaness around the eyes. However, the animalis lethargic - nothing ik the boisterous and flaiing wid uvende loggerheads |
have seen pulled out of he estuarine waters afound here, which want nathing more than ump back in the water and an the way
take a b from your leg for good measure. Lathargie fkely means sick of injured. So, | transport the animalto Craig Harms, an
‘aquatic widife veterinarian who works with 5o turtes. At i laboratory, he akes a blood sample, apples ey oiniment and gives
antbiotics 1o the tute. Infialblood analyses show that he pack cellvolume (PCV) i lower than normal, and the whte blood cel
‘ount s higher than narma, both canfiring that he ture is sick. The next day does not bring good news:the turte died overnight.
roveaied b for many days, and that t had froth i s kungs, suggesting &
alsa had preumonia. The tutle was also a female, which i tue about 67% of the tme we examine the sex organs of uvende turties
found i our waters. | recorded severalbasic morphological detads about the urtle, and coiected a bone sample for Larisa Avens, a
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The website, maintained by members of Dakshin
Foundation, Bangalore, in collaboration with the Madras
Crocodile Bank Trust, Mamallapuram, is also a platform
to showcase the activities of the Turtle Action Group,
a network of NGOs and other local and community
based organisations dedicated to the cause of sea turtle
conservation and coastal protection in India. Coming
soon is an online interactive database for TAG members
for monitoring sea turtles in India, a photo gallery, and
much more!

Please visit the site and feel free to look around and
send us your inputs and comments. You can reach us at

seaturtlesofindia@gmail.com.
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