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The Nicobar archipelago is generally recognised as a
biodiversity hotspot for marine flora and fauna (Kiruba-
Sankar et al., 2016). The Nicobarese tribes of Car Nicobar,
located in the Nicobar archipelago, have a deeply rooted
traditional association with the marine ecosystem and
fisheries resources (Kiruba-Sankar et al., 2020). Their
livelihood and cultural practices are closely linked to
the sea and its resources (Ravikumar et al.,, 2015, 2016),
as their livelihoods are predominantly subsistence-
based. Considering the biodiverse rich region and the
frequent interaction with the marine faunal groups by
the local Nicobarese tribes, we have been conducting
awareness and education initiatives about the ecologically
important faunal groups, especially sea turtles, and their
conservation and management with the local tribes of
Car Nicobar (Kiruba-Sankar et al., 2023, 2024). Our
focus on sea turtles stems from the limited scientific
documentation available from Car Nicobar compared
to other parts of the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago.
During field surveys and interactions with the local
tribes, we noted two occasions of sea turtles being kept
temporarily in households. These practices, though
infrequent and non-commercial, reflect the Nicobarese
tribes' traditional curiosity and cultural engagement
with marine fauna. Under Section 65 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, the customary hunting and
gathering rights of the Scheduled Tribes of the Nicobar
Islands are legally preserved.

In 2023, we noted and recorded the instances of
Nicobari tribes keeping an Amboina box turtle
(Cuora amboinensis) in their backyard areas (Figure
1). During the same year, a green turtle (Chelonia
mydas) was also observed within a household in Car
Nicobar (Figure 2). In October 2025, we learned of
a hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) that had
been kept temporarily in a backyard tank for one
year (Figure 3). The community members described
feeding the turtle with fish and changing the seawater
in the tank every three days. Subsequently, we met
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the local Tribal Council office and submitted a formal
letter seeking consent to discuss and understand these
practices for documentation purposes. These instances
were approached solely from a socio-ecological and
educational perspective, respecting the traditional
rights of the Nicobarese community.

The household was revisited to collect additional details
through discussions with community members and,
with their consent, for photographic documentation.
The hawksbill turtle was measured by a resource person
from the Nicobarese community and found to have a
curved carapace length (CCL) in the range of ~33.8cm.
The carapace width measured 28.7cm. The head length
was 9.9cm, and the head width was 4.3cm. We further
enquired about the possible course of action if the turtle
grew larger in size or if interest in continued rearing
declined; they indicated uncertainty, acknowledging
that the chances of releasing them back into the sea
would be minimal, as it could potentially serve for their
traditional use as well as subsistence needs in future.

These field observations highlight the cultural and
ecological connection of the Nicobarese tribes with
rich marine biodiversity. Such traditional interactions
reflect a long-standing relationship of coexistence and
curiosity rooted in their customary dependence on
aquatic resources. While these traditional hunting and
gathering practices arise from curiosity and coexistence
with nature, awareness and education on conservation
and sustainable resource management of sea turtles in
less-studied areas like Car Nicobar can help channel
these interests toward participatory marine stewardship.
Understanding and being aware of such practices also
provides an opportunity to build a connection between
traditional knowledge of the Nicobarese tribes and
modern marine conservation understanding. Culturally
sensitive educational efforts can further enrich local
knowledge while ensuring the long-term well-being of
marine biodiversity around Car Nicobar.
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Figure 1. Amboina Box Turtle (Cuora amboinensis) Kept
in a Backyard Area at Car Nicobar. (Photo credit: Kiruba
Sankar R.)
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Figure 2. Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas) Kept in a
Household at Car Nicobar. (Photo credit: Kiruba Sankar R.)

Figure 3. Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) Kept
in a Backyard Tank at Car Nicobar. (Photo credit: Sonia.)
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The authors fulfilled the requirements to visit Car
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